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Legacies of WWII
Key Question How has the war influenced our life today.
Objectives
To consider the impact of the Second World War on our lives today.
National Curriculum Ref
KS2 Unit 2 a,c   Knowledge and understanding of events people and changes in the past.

KS2 Unit 3        Historical Interpretation

KS2 Unit 4a,b    Historical Enquiry

KS2 5a,b,c        Organisation and Communication
KS2 Unit  7        A local History Study

KS2 Unit 11b      Britain since the 1930’s
Resources      ( per group)
Pair of glasses/babies dummy      Bath plug          
 Indian take away menu      Mouse mat,

Empty tablet bottle          Microwave dinner packet
Statement cards
Activity

 Explain that a lot of things that happened in the war influence our lives today. 
Show the pupils the everyday items and ask them to brainstorm what changes since the war they may represent.
Read through statement cards and ask groups to discuss and match cards to the everyday items.
Discuss the results, what have the children learned.

Give children the prepared sheet and ask them to think of their own everyday items to represent the legacies of the Second World War.
Plenary
Share ideas and ask pupils to vote on the most suitable objects.

Use these objects as a basis for a class display. 

Cross curricular

Literacy  (En1) Speaking and Listening   Group Discussion and Interaction.
Opportunities for Extension

Children interview an older person or veteran about changes they remember since the war. Ask them to state which changes have been for the best and which have been for the worse and why.

Ask children to work in groups and pool their information using themed headings   i.e. leisure, work, home, food and drink etc. and devise a chart to show their results

Ask children to consider what changes they think may happen in the next 60 years?
Opportunities For ICT    1a,   3b  4a,c, 5b,c
Using A digital camera pupil’s can take images of everyday items that reflect the legacy of the Second World War and use them to create a visual concept map or presentation.
Statement cards

Match the statements to the every day object
After the Second World War the various governments introduced much better benefits and care for children. They also provided for people who were unemployed, sick or disabled. Senior Citizens were also helped more with the introduction of pensions. The introduction of the National Health Service provided health care for everyone in the UK. In its first year the National Health Service gave out 5,250,000 pairs of glasses, and over 8 million people booked to see a dentist.
After the war many towns were severely damaged.
The government needed to build new houses quickly.

These new houses offered a much better standard of living than before the war, with modern fitted kitchens and bathrooms. Indoor plumbing made trips outside to loo and tin baths by the fire a thing of the past. 

After the war the UK Government asked people of the commonwealth countries to work here. Just under half of today’s black and Asian population originate from families who served and worked here during the Second World War. Today, commonwealth influences can be seen in many aspects of our everyday lives
During the war computer technology was crucial to the war effort and was used to break German secret codes. The first computers used were as big as a large room and only specialist people could use them. They were still vital however for the development of the micro chip as we know it today.
Since the war computers have gradually become more and more important and available for everyone.  It is hard for us to imagine a world without them.
During the war women were called upon to work in factories, on the land or as drivers. Many women liked this independence and the ability to earn wages. After the war with the development of new technology such as washing machines, fridges, vacuum cleaners, and microwaves, looking after the house became less time consuming. As a result the role of women changed greatly after the war. Today most family members help look after the house, and meals can be prepared in minutes instead of hours.  
 Before the war Penicillin was known as the “wonder drug” and was very hard to get. During the war it helped cure many sick and injured people and became much widely used. Today this “wonder drug” is easily available to anyone who needs it, children and adults alike.
What every day objects would you choose to represent the statements?
	
	Benefits for children, elderly sick disabled and unemployed people increased after the war.



	
	New housing after the war helped raise the standards of living with indoor plumbing



	
	Members of the commonwealth who settled here after the war have introduced many aspects of their culture to every day lives



	
	Computer technology has really developed since the war.



	
	The role of women has change since the war.



	
	Since the war Penicillin is available to any one who needs it in Britain.
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