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   Heroes of War
Key Question
Who is a hero?
Objectives
To consider what the terms bravery, honour, and courage mean during war time, and what do they mean now.

Investigating what actions merited being awarded a medal during the war.

To explore the practice of recognising and rewarding personal qualities.
National Curriculum Ref
KS2 Unit 2 a,c   Knowledge and understanding of events people and changes in the past.

KS2 Unit 3        Historical Interpretation

KS2 Unit 4a,b    Historical Enquiry

KS2 5a,b,c        Organisation and Communication
KS2 Unit 11b      Britain since the 1930’s
Resources

Pictures, replicas or examples of medals.
Newspapers,

Laptops /computers
Jigsaw Activity Masters
Activity

Look through recent newspapers and ask children to find stories of bravery, courage and honour, Display and discuss.
Ask pupils if they know of anyone who has received a medal from the war. Collect personal stories, with photographs, letters and medals if possible.

Using jigsaw activity, in small groups pupils become expert on a range of 
medals and individuals who were given them. 
Victoria Cross, George Cross, Noor Inayat Khan, Odette Sanson, Leonard Cheshire  The Seagrim brothers
Children then form new groups with one expert from original groups, to cascade their information. Groups should reflect on

What does valour mean?

What qualities do the medals celebrate?

What does it look like?

Who was given this medal and why?
Plenary

Using circle time format, children discuss who they think is brave today and what medal they should be given.
Cross curricular
Literacy   En1 Speaking Listening group discussion and interaction
PSHE       

 1a Developing Confidence and responsibility and making the most of

Abilities

2a, d,e,k.f Preparing to play an active role as a citizen

4a, b,   Developing good relationships and respecting the differences

between people
5 g  Breadth of opportunities
Opportunities for extension
Design a new medal considering the following questions.
What quality would your medal aim to celebrate?

Who would it be for?

What symbol would you use and why?
What will it be called?

What motto or inscription will it have?
Opportunities for ICT   1a,b,c, 3a,b 4a,b,c 5b,c
Information about gallantry medals www.iwm.org.uk 
Pupils can use power point or other multi media programme to present a story about a family hero.
JIGSAW INFORMATION MASTER CARDS
        The Victoria Cross was instituted by Royal Warrant dated 29th January 1856. The design was much influenced by Prince Albert the Prince Consort, while the inscription was chosen by Queen Victoria. All VC’S are made of bronze , from the melted down guns of Russian soldiers from the Crimean War.  The inscription on the obverse of the medal reads “For Valour” The recipient’s name, rank, number and unit are inscribed on the suspension bar, with the date of the act of bravery inscribed on the reverse of the cross.

To date no women have been awarded the VC although they are eligible.                                                      
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Odette Sanson was a famous heroine of WW2. She belonged to Churchill’s elite Special Operations Executive, spies who worked all over the world. Like many female spies Odette was posted to France to work as a radio operator with the French underground. In 1943 she was captured by the Gestapo and condemned to death at a concentration camp. However she survived the war and gave evidence at the War Crimes Trials. She was appointed the George Cross and also an MBE. 

The George Cross was instituted by Royal Warrant on September24th 1940.King George was greatly moved by the courage and actions of people during the Blitz and wanted all outstanding acts of bravery to be recognised. It was designed by Percy Metcalfe and is made at the Royal Mint from silver. The colour of the ribbon is blue and is inscribed with “For Gallantry” on the back. The first award went Mr T H Alderson from Bridlington; Yorkshire in September 1940, many women have also received the George Cross. To date 399 Medals in total have been awarded.
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Leonard Cheshire was a hero during and after the war. He was a talented pilot who became the youngest Royal Air Force Group Captain at the age of 25.During the war Leonard carried out 100 successful missions over Germany and witnessed the dropping of the atom bomb on Nagasaki. He knew that this bomb was a weapon that could not be fought, and realised that the war was over. During the war almost 370,000 people were injured and left disabled. The Leonard Cheshire foundation set up in the 1950’s help disabled people in the UK live more independent lives. Leonard Cheshire was awarded the Victoria Cross for his services. This is Britain’s highest award for bravery.




 Noor Inayat Khan was one of  a select band of female spies serving in Churchill’s Special Operation Executive. Noor was just 29, when in 1943 she was flown into France, to serve as a radio operator. She was betrayed and then captured and tortured by the Gestapo. After refusing to give away any secrets and attempting to escape twice, Noor was sadly executed at Dachau concentration camp in 1944. In recognition of her gallantry Noor Inayat Khan was posthumously awarded the George Cross in 1949.
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Major H P Seagrim                            Lt Col D A Seagrim
There is just one incidence where two brothers were awarded the George Cross and The Victoria Cross. Major H P Seagrim MBE DSO and a member of Churchill’s Special Operations Executive, was awarded the George Cross posthumously for his duty behind enemy lines in Japan. His brother Lieutenant Colonel D A Seagrim was awarded his Victoria Cross in 1943 for his duty in Africa. Sadly this award was also made posthumously.
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