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Many of these activities offer pupils the opportunities to interview veterans of the war, maybe family members, friends, senior citizen groups or guests to school. Oral history is an important part of Historical enquiry and children should have opportunities to develop their skills in asking and answering questions about the past. (Historical enquiry 4a and 4b) The activities also offer a wonderful opportunity to develop the literacy skills of speaking and listening.
Here are some activities and points to consider when carrying out your oral histories.

Intergenerational Learning

The history unit 11b Britain since the 1930’s and in particular the study of the Second World War offers primary school pupils a wonderful opportunity for  learning together  with older members of their community.  Whether you take the children out to integrate or invite visitors into school, here are some points to consider.

Preparation

· The teacher should discuss ideas with all participants first, ensuring that they are comfortable with what they are asked to do.

· Be clear about questions older participants do NOT want asking and pass this information on to the pupils.

· Begin by asking older participants about their life during and after the war. Visual aids would be helpful here to promote discussions between younger and older participants.

· Teachers should supervise sessions at all times and not leave pupils alone with veterans.

· Prepare all participants separately in advance so that everyone knows what to expect and what their role will be. If possible allow pupils to practice their interviewing and listening skills before the integrated learning session. 
                                                                                                      Intergenerational Learning Activities
Picture This.     (Art and History)
Children use questions prepared before hand to interview a veteran focusing on just one specific multi sensory memory. After the session pupils represent the memory in an artwork, paint, collage, or 3D materials. This cross curricular approach to integrated work can form a powerful display in school or other local community areas.
Walk and Talk        (Geography and History)

During the integrated learning session participants should focus on local maps and photographs. Together they can plan a Second World War “remembrance walk” Alternatively participants may want to go on an initial walk first asking and answering questions as they go. Learning together, participants can enjoy discovering clues about the local area, and its role during the war. Younger participants will also learn how the war has shaped their local area, and recognise any evidence from the Second World War still around today .When the walk has been planned leaflets could be developed and put into libraries or shops for the community to enjoy. 
Staffordshire Past Tracks web site may provide you with useful photographs. Alternatively get in touch with your local archive office that will be glad to help.
Views and Reviews      (Literature and History)

Using films, poems and books about the Second World War encourage discussions about the sources and how accurately they represent the war.  Participants can do the work collaboratively to produce reviews .This activity is a valuable way of covering the skill involved in Historical interpretation.
Always check materials beforehand as some sources may not contain suitable material for veterans or primary school pupils.

Role Reversal       (PSHE, Literature and History)

A novel approach to integrated learning would be to ask older participants to interview pupils on their interests and trends today. This role reversal will promote exchanges of information about interests and trends in the 1940’s.This exciting opportunity allows all participants to voice opinions, experience different view points and discover new things about the past, present and future.
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Reminiscence

Pupils should understand the importance of oral history as a valuable source of materials for museums libraries and archives. When studying the Second World War pupils should understand that they are asking older participants to remember and share information about their past experiences. Younger pupils should be sensitive to the fact that some experiences may be traumatic for older participants to remember. It is a good idea to ensure that older participants are certain that they wish to take part in reminiscent sessions. Family and carers could be on hand to offer support if needed.
Preparation

· Discuss with pupils how to be a good listener. 
· Encourage active listening.. 
· Genuine interest.
· Sensitivity to none verbal language.
Activities For Reminiscence Work

Show and Tell

Older participants bring along something from the Second World War that means something to them. Alternatively pupil’s set up a class museum to show the veterans before the reminiscent session. Memory is often stimulated by creativity and photos, food, music and maps could create a positive atmosphere in which to recount experiences.

War Time Themes  (jigsaw activity)
Children decide on war time themes that they would like to learn more about. (home life, entertainment, rationing, transport, blitz etc) 

In small groups children listen to older participants talk about the chosen themes. Moving from participant to participant pupils prompt memories about the chosen themes. ( note taking may distract older participants. Children should be encouraged to listen only)
 At the end of the session pupils form new groups (one member from each of the original groups) and feed back to each other about all they have heard. Each new group then present their findings to the class. Older participants may also like to listen to this.
Role  a Dice 

In order to ensure the relevance of the memoirs, a dice could be rolled with each number correlating to a particular war time theme. The participants then have a set time in which to talk about what the theme means to them or have to provide 4-6 things that the subject brings to mind. This game format is appealing to both younger and older participants.

Recording Oral History
The opportunity to share stories and facts can be preserved on film, tape CD, or mini disc to create a permanent historical record. Recording oral histories can offer primary school children the opportunity to capture elements of the past that are not evident in other historical sources, Personal details and individual emotional responses make the history being learned, more real and memorable for those  pupils involved.
Preparation

· Ensure that children are confident to use the equipment being used to record the oral histories.
·  Always test equipment at the start of the session.
· Explain the equipment to older participants in order to put their minds at ease.

· Arrange a practice interview with a friend beforehand.

· Find somewhere quiet to conduct the interviews.

· Take your time during the interview in order to help the older participants relax and contribute more.

· Begin the recording with basic fats about the interview. 

Name of interviewer

Name of interviewee

Date and locations

Reasons for the interview

Main aims of the interview
· Employ non verbal communication and ensure the person talking knows the interviewer is listening and interesting. (nodding, smiling, eye contact, and not interrupting are important here)

· Use open ended questions to prevent simple yes and no answers from older participants.

· Prepare abroad list of topics to be covered and use them to structure the interview.

· Let the interviewee lead the interview and stay on one topic as long as possible.

· Encourage the telling of anecdotes for the most effective oral history recordings.

· Always end the interview by asking the participant if there is anything else they would like to add.

· The older participant may wish to have a copy of the recording.
Partnership Schemes
You may wish to contact your library, museum or archive for a list of possible participants.
e.g Royal British Legion

       Normandy Veterans Association

       Evacuees Reunion Association

Other ways to contact veterans could be to;

· Ask family friends and neighbours.

· Contact a local secondary school or church for any community links they may have with Senior Citizens.

· Put an appeal in the local newspaper/local radio.
· Visit local retirement or nursing homes.

Online Resources
Pleas find below a list of online resources as recommended by the There Past Your Future outreach kit.
Learning

www.theirpast-yourfuture.org.uk     (TPYF website)

www.iwm.org.uk     (Imperial War Museum website)

www.cwgc.org/education/default.htm     (Commonwealth War Graves      

                                                                 Commission 2Remember Me”)

www.britishlegion.org.uk/schools,asp    (Royal British Legion Schools Services)

www.war-experience.org/index.htlm     (The Second World War Experience 

                                                                Centre)    

Intergenerational and Wartime Reminiscences
www.thetimecapsule.org.uk  (Age Concern website for shared memories)

www.bbc.co.uk/dna/www2    (BBC Peoples war reminiscence and learning 

                                                website)

www.centreforip.org.uk     (Centre for Intergenerational Practice)

www.evacuees.ndo.co.uk   (Evacuees Reunion Association)

TPYF Projects

www.ww2inthehighlands.co.uk/dday/belfastveterans.htm   (Cauldeen Primary 

                                                                                              School)

www.nuls.org.uk   ( Newcastle -Under -Lyme  School )
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