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A Local Study of WWII                                                                                                                           
Key Question
What happened here 60 years ago?

Objectives
To encourage pupils to look around them and spot any impact the war had locally.
To identify the remains of wartime activity

Identify any changes that have come about locally as a result of the impact of the Second World War.

National Curriculum Ref
KS2 Unit 2 a,c   Knowledge and understanding of events people and changes in the past.

KS2 Unit 3        Historical Interpretation

KS2 Unit 4a,b    Historical Enquiry
KS2 5a,b,c        Organisation and Communication
KS2 Unit  7        A local History Study

KS2 Unit 11b      Britain since the 1930’s

Resources

 Local maps (enlarged)
 Local Photos from the war years 
 Eye witness accounts / interviews memoirs
(Try libraries and archive offices for resources or www.staffordshirepasttracks.gov.uk )

Activity

Children are given a home work task to find out all they can about the local area during and just after the Second World War.
Photos may be included
In class pupils collate and discuss the usefulness of their evidence

Using a copy of a local map they plot and label points of interest
Plenary

Using their evidence and comparing the area now to 60 years ago, pupils identify changes that have taken place as  a result of the war.
Cross curricular 

Geography   Local study
1a,b,c Geographical enquiry and skills
2b,c,d,f Developing geographical skills.
3d,e Knowledge and understanding of places

5a Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development
Opportunities for extension
Pupils can visit the local library to view relevant archive material

Activities can link to the Oral Histories. 
Pupils can collect memories of the area 60 years ago from local people.

Locals may be invited into schools to do this.
Pupils can devise a “Commemorative Walk” around the local area and take digital photographs to add to map displays.

Local senior citizens can be invited to participate on the walk in order to gain more information about the area.

Opportunities for ICT  1a,b,c 3a,b4a,b,c 5b,c
Using digital photography and PowerPoint or Photo Story etc, Pupils can create a presentation about the area 60 years ago and the impact of the war on the area now.  They can present their findings to the class/ school/ local veteran groups.
The BBC Local news channel may also be interested in any work of this nature.  www.bbc.co.uk/localtv     localtv@bbc.co.uk
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Key Interview Questions     
What places do you remember here during the war?
What building or places can you remember during war time that is no longer here?

Was this area bombed during the war? If so can you remember where?

Were there any important buildings here?

 What were they used for? 
 How were they protected? 
Do you have any stories about living here during the war?

NAME OF INTERVIEWER/S
NAME OF INTERVIEWEES

Age

Date of Birth

Occupation during the War

Date of Interview
Place of interview
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