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Keep in Touch
Key Question  Why were letters so important 60 years ago
Objectives
To encourage communication, sharing thoughts and memories through letter writing.
National Curriculum Ref
KS2 Unit 2 a,c   Knowledge and understanding of events people and changes in the past.

KS2 Unit 3        Historical Interpretation

KS2 Unit 4a,b    Historical Enquiry

KS2 5a,b,c        Organisation and Communication
KS2 Unit  7        A local History Study

KS2 Unit 11b      Britain since the 1930’s
Resources
A collection of letters from the Second World War. 
Also look at www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ww2 

The Matthews family accounts   www.theirpast-yourfuture.org.uk.  
www. learningcurve.gov.uk/homefront
To A Safer Place memoirs of Kent Evacuees to Staffordshire, Peter Haywood  www.evacuees.com 
Activity
During the Second World War letters were essential to families who had been separated
Children read through a selection of letters from people during the war and take notes. Ask children to consider 

What is the tone of their letter? (happy, sad cheerful, optimistic, miserable)

What subjects do they write about?

What feelings do they share or try to hide from each other.

 Pupils share their findings to generate more ideas for their own letter writing.

Pupils take on the role of parents or evacuees and write letters or postcards about their experiences at this time.
Plenary
Children make a list of ways we keep in touch today. Make a class list and ask children to place them in order of most effective. Where would they place letter writing and why?
Cross curricular

En 2 Reading 5a,b,c,d,e,f,g      6,7,   9a

En 3 Writing  1a,b,c,d,e,    2a,b,c,d,e,f,      3   4a,b,c,d,e,f,g,h,i,j,   5a,b,   6a,

                       7 a,b,c,d     9b  12 

Opportunities for ICT           3a
Using electronic mail the children could establish pen-pal links with other pupils in Britain or oversees.
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