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Giving and Receiving
Key Question What was it like being away from family during the war?
Objectives
To explore the importance of contact from home.
What did Red Cross parcels mean to recipients?

What things are really essential to us today?

National Curriculum Ref
KS2 Unit 2 a,c   Knowledge and understanding of events people and changes in the past.

KS2 Unit 3        Historical Interpretation

KS2 Unit 4a,b    Historical Enquiry

KS2 5a,b,c        Organisation and Communication
KS2 Unit 11b     Britain since the 1930’s
Resources
William Roses story www.theirpast-yourfuture.org.uk
As I look Back poem by Lesley McDermott Brown.

Boxes

Items from a Red Cross parcel during the war. www.redcross.org.uk
Activity
Read William Roses account of receiving his parcel and discuss the how the men felt and which sentences made the children feel most empathy.

Show the pupils a box of objects from a Second World War Red Cross box. In groups children discuss the following questions.

Why each item was considered an essential?

What can we learn about society 60 years ago from the contents of the box?

Why would recipients be excited to get the box?

What might they be saying and feeling in the photo?
Place the objects in order of importance then make a list giving reasons for your choices.

Repeat the activity for importance now.
How has the order changed?

What 8-10 essentials would pupils put in a Red Cross box today?

Why? 
Are they  MEANINGFUL, PRACTICAL, ESSENTIAL, EVERYDAY?
Plenary

Children consider people living around their neighbourhood. Is their anyone with particular needs they know who would welcome some help. How can we help people in our communities?
(Remind children about Stranger Danger when carrying out this activity)
Cross curricular 
Literacy   
En1 Speaking Listening group discussion and interaction
PSHE       

 1a Developing Confidence and responsibility and making the most of

Abilities

2a, d,e,k.f Preparing to play an active role as a citizen

4a, b,   Developing good relationships and respecting the differences

between people
5 g  Breadth of opportunities
Opportunities for extension
Read the poem AS I Look Back by Leslie McDermott- Brown. Who was taken prisoner at 15 (the youngest POW at the time)
What is it the author misses?

What things do we take for granted in our every day lives?

Ask children to write a poem in this style about aspects of normal life they would miss today if they were away from home for along time.
Opportunities For ICT  1a,b,c,  3a,b 4a,b,c, 5a,b,c
Research the names and backgrounds of local POW using www.iwmcollections.org.uk/prisoners.http:  
As I Look Back

Leslie McDermott- Brown

After the war won’t it be funny

To hear the chink of silver money

To sit on a chair that isn’t hard

To go for a walk without a guard

To eat off a plate that isn’t iron

To have a comfortable bed to lie on

To go to a show, to ride a bike

To speak to people you really like

To wear clean clothes, to speak by phone

To have a room of your very own 

To send a letter away by post

And get a reply in a week at the most

Won’t it be funny, won’t it be bliss

To get back home after THIS!

It’ll be great! 
William Rose 

After Sergeant William Rose was captured in March 1942, he was a prisoner of war for four long years.  First he was taken to one of the most brutal camps in Japan near Mitsushima to build a dam.  William was then sent to Kanose camp to stoke furnaces.  This hard work was more difficult because the prisoners were badly treated.

‘In 1945 it was the furthest thing from my thoughts that I would ever have any contact with Japan again.’ Years later William’s second son Graham married Takako from Japan who convinced William to go back. In 1999 he and his son Malcolm visited the site of Mitsushima camp which is now a school. This visit changed William’s life.

. William describes Christmas Day 1942 in his diary. Prisoners did not have decent shoes or winter clothes. They never had enough to eat and were often sick. Red Cross food parcels were precious.

.Mitsushima was one of the most brutal POW camps. More guards (nine) were convicted and executed for war crimes than any other camp in Japan.
William’s first son Malcolm was born in May 1942. William did not know this until May 1944 when this letter, posted in October 1943, finally reached him in the camp.

He wrote; ‘I felt like a real Dad at last. I longed for a photo of him. I wanted to know all about him. I felt on such a high that I started telling the lads how much they had to live for. I think the whole camp knew I had a son. I couldn’t keep that news to myself.’

William describes the moment when he arrived at the school:
‘Then we went to the school. This is where the camp had been. If there was any emotion left it would have been here. But this was where all the hurt and tension faded away. This is where I finally came to terms with my time as a prisoner of war. I thought I had forgotten them but I realized then, I had merely hidden them. These children … they knew nothing of the

War. They, like everyone else I met, were offering friendship. They wanted to know everything. Where had I slept? What was in the Red Cross parcel? And I found I could answer without any feeling of hurt or hatred.’
His wartime diary is now used by the school at Mitsushima in Social Studies lessons.  ‘I have so many letters they have written me – these children – it’s just staggering how much they want to know …’



Christmas ‘celebrations’ at Mitsushima Camp, 1942. William (centre back) and fellow prisoners of war put on a smile for the photographer.
Red Cross Parcels In The Second World War
· Over 20 million parcels had been sent to Allied Prisoners of War by the end of the Second World War. 

· These parcels were packed and sent by volunteers working for the British Red Cross.  

· The parcels travelled abroad by ships.

· 163,000 parcels were sent each week

· The contents of the parcels were carefully chosen to give the most nutritional value, supplementing the very poor prison diets.

· They were sent one per man per week.

They would typically include                         
· Quarter of tea

· Tin of cocoa powder

· 1 bar of chocolate

· tinned pudding

· tinned meat roll

· tin of processed cheese

· tin of dried eggs

· tin of sardines/herrings

· tin of jam/marmalade

· tin of margarine

· tin of sugar

· tin of vegetables

· tin of biscuits

· tin of soap

· tin of tobacco/50 cigarettes
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