Term: Summer                                                                                               A D.L. original 

Year 6 – ICT linked to History/Literacy - Lesson Information 

Unit of Study: 
ICT Unit 6D: Using the Internet to search large databases and to interpret information. 
History: Using ICT as a source for historical information.  Select and record information relevant to the focus of study and communicate their new-found knowledge.
Literacy:  Speaking and Listening 1a, 1b, c, 1d, 1e, 1f, 2a, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c and 3d.

Learning Objectives from our ICT Scheme of Work

Children should learn:- 

i. that it is important to interpret information and to understand it.

viii. that information can be skimmed, sifted, selected and checked for bias.

ix. to use hyperlinks to trail an idea.

xi. to type in a URL (web address) to locate a web page.

xii. to save and use pictures and text and import into a document for a presentation.

xiii. to understand copyright and acknowledgement of sources.

xv. to work with others to interpret information.

xvi. to look at information for different viewpoints and validate resources.

xvii. to use word processing or DTP (Desk Top Publishing) to organise and present information suitable to an audience.

Additional Learning Objectives/Outcomes

Children should learn:-

i. to organise information and then put findings in to their own words.

ii. to recognise the difference between opinions, or suspicions, and facts.

Software Packages Used

The Internet web site www.archive.sln.org.uk/palmer and Talking First Word

Organisation/Activities/Teaching Methods

Whole class, in pairs, using the 15 networked computers.

Introduction:  Tell the class the following synopsis of the Palmer story:-


          On June 14th 1856 at 8.00 a.m. William Palmer was hanged at Stafford for murdering his friend and racing companion John Parsons Cook.  A crowd of 30,000 turned up to see the ending of a scandalous story that had fascinated and shocked the nation for the previous 6 months.  Palmer disappointed the huge crowd by not making a ‘death speech’ and, when the bolt on the gallows was drawn, dying almost instantly with only a slight twitch.
         The scandal started, and was reported in the newspapers, when a Coroners jury found Palmer, a country doctor, guilty of poisoning Cook by strychnine.  Palmer was arrested and put into Stafford Gaol.  This in spite of the fact that no strychnine was found in Cook’s body.  Once he was arrested the gossips had a field day and started to remember other deaths.  The newspapers enjoyed far more freedom in 1856 than today and printed the stories christening the suspicious deaths as ‘The Rugeley Tragedies’. 
         Soon Palmer was under suspicion of poisoning his wife and his brother.  The newspapers reported that the Home Secretary had ordered their bodies to be exhumed (dug up) and examined.  The gossips and the newspapers had a ‘field day’ reporting upon the deaths of four of his five children, his mother-in-law, his Uncle Joseph, and Leonard Bladen.  
        After his execution an effigy of Palmer stood in Madame Tussaud’s Chamber of Horrors for 127 years accused by the gossips of poisoning up to fifteen people.  Was he really a mass murderer or was he a victim of the newspapers that reported idle gossip?
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Organisation/Activities/Teaching Methods continued:

Instructions:  

The pairs have to use the web site to research one of the topics below from the Palmer Story and prepare a short talk to present to the class.

Topic Areas:  Select from:-
his parents    -    his family   -   his employment    -   his children   -    his childhood    -

The deaths   -    of his John Parsons Cook   -   of his wife   -   of his brother   -   of his first victim   -  
of Beccles & Bly   -   his five children   -   his mother-in-law & Uncle Joseph   -
the trial   -   the hanging   -   the hangman   -   his final words & final resting place   -   memorabilia   -   Rugeley's name   -   other Stafford hanging.  

Plenary
Discussion of the use of the internet to research topics, the fact that some facts can be interpreted in different ways, which parts of the story are proven facts and which are unproven?  Possible link to the role of the newspapers, which had, in effect, tried Palmer before his trial.   Discuss their presentations and the way in which they were directed towards the target audience.


Additional Materials/Resources/Teaching Aids

Prepare a large poster bearing the web site address.  

Hints/Tips

Open Talking First Word and 'minimise' it before going on to the Internet. 
By pressing the function key F11 you can view any internet page in ‘whole page’ mode. By pressing F11 again you can return to the previous view. 

Expectations

All:             will log on to the web site and retrieve some information on their selected topic             

Most:         will produce a short report on their given topic.

Most able: will prepare and deliver an interesting talk on their given topic.

Vocabulary

Internet, web site, URL address (Unique Reference Location), information, sources, hyperlinks, copyright.

Extension Activities and Ideas

Produce a class booklet or wall display on the Palmer Story.

Construct a mock newspaper article that gives the sensational details of any part of the story.
Make an audio or video tape of parts of the story. 
Debate the verdict, the role of newspaper etc.
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Number of Lessons: 3 or 4





























