My Dear Brother

Many thanks for your kind letter on that unparralelled Event of the first of August which, if there is any vigour in the North of Europe, will stop these mad Republicans in their Carreer, and give peace to Europe.  The reduction of Minorca, was a measure absolutely necessary, to give shelter and protection to our own Fleet, and the Auxiliary Squadrons, acting with us, the Harbour of Portmahon, being by far, the most secure, and commodious, in these seas, and you will be pleased to learn that the Plan and mode of execution originated in your Brother.  I am straining every nerve, to maintain the Island, and to furnish Lord Nelson with the means of destroying the French Frigates and Transports in the Bay of Alexandria, reducing Malta, Corfu and the other French possessions in the Morea and to enable his Lordship to co-operate with the Imperial and Neapolitan army; in creating a counter revolution in the Roman State, Lombardy, Genoe, and Piedmont, these will appear to you very extensive objects, but if engaged in, with systems and perseverance, must succeed.  

I am very glad to learn you are so near extending the Southern Frontier of Meaford, and I have no doubt, your inclosures will be well and substantially done.  I hope old Richard is alive, and hearty to take his share in this work.

Although my late Friend and adviser, Dr Warren laughed all waters to scorn, particularly Bath Water, I am strongly of opinion, that Burton Water is very salutary to the stomach and Bowels, at the same time I believe early rising short diet and being much in the air is more productive (efficacious) than was the Water, and as you have now good Turnpike Roads between Meaford and Burton it is certainly wise to pay an annual visit there, in the driest season you can find.

I have great pride in having made good the defects of the worst treated ships in the Battle of the Nile, at this place, the Bellerophon, which was more mauld than any ship I ever saw, will leave this place, the latter end of the present month as good a ship as she ever was; the Majestie and Defence have gone through these repairs and are now before Cadiz, under the command of Sir Roger Curtes; great exertions and resources are required upon these occasions for the officers and men, always want to go home, to account their feats after a glorious victory; and the officers of the dock yards shrink from works of so much labor; but by being on the spot, I have got the better of all these obstacles, and the ships are much better fitted, than if they had been in England.  Lieutenant Crawford was removed from the Vesuvian on her ceasing to be a Bomb and sent up to Minorca with his detachments before I received your Letter, he was fortunate to arrive in time to take his Share in that achievement and seemed very happy to be so employed in a conversation I had with him upon the subject; when I visit Minorca, General Trelawny may be assured, I will not only show him all the attention in my power, but recommend him to the protection of General Stuart.

Say everything kind to sister and Mrs Hatule for me, and with proper remembrances to Darlaston, Parkhall, Fenton, Whitmore, Swinnerton etc., be assured I am 
yours most affectionately
St Vincent

His Majesty and his Ministers are determined I shall die in Harness

Rosia House
Gibraltar 13th December 1798





