By the Commissioners for 
executing the Office of Lord
 High Admiral of Great
 Britain and Ireland etc

Whereas the Merchants trading to Virginia and Maryland have represented to us that their Ships, mentioned in the List you will receive therewith, are in such forwardness as to be at Gravesend the 24th Instant, and will proceed from thence to the Downes and Spithead as Wind and Weather shall permit.  And Whereas we intend that His Majesty’s ship under your command shall proceed with the said ships to those Colonies; you are hereby required and directed, when the whole are assembled at Spithead, to take them under your Care and put to sea with them the first opportunity of Wind and Weather, making the best of your way with them to the places of their Destination.

Having seen them in safety to their respective ports, or as near to them as may be necessary for their security, you are to consult with the Governor and Council of Virginia, in what manner the ship you command can be best employed for the Defence and Security of that Colony and Maryland; and you are to employ yourself in cruizing very diligently agreeable to what shall be found, upon such consultations, the most likely to answer those purposes, until 20th of September next, which day the said merchants have fixed for the Departure of the homeward bound Trade.  When you are to collect the Trade (taking care to give timely Notice to the concerned) and, taking them under your convoy, make the best of your way with them to England where you are to see them as far as the Downes and remain until you receive further order.

As the preservation and safe Conduct of the Ships hereby committed to your care is of great Importance to the British Commerce, you are to take particular care to exert your utmost Diligence in protecting them, both in their outward and homeward bound Passage, from any Attempts of the Enemy, Given under our hands the 22nd of April 1762.

To Captain Jervis, Commander
of His Majesty’s ship Gosport at Spithead
By Command of their Lordships
P Stephens
G Hay
J Forbes
Villiers

