Plymouth Dock 28 June 1763
Sir

I was informed that you brought home a considerable Freight from Virginia; and from the Sentiments I heard you express with regard to such Matters, I expected a Line or two from you, especially as you also knew my Thoughts on the same Subject.  You knew I could easily have sent the Minerva to Virginia, and the Gosport to perform the Service intended for that Ship.  As both were bound to England, I could run no hazard of incurring blame from the Admiralty by exchanging their Duties: but I wished to serve Captain Jervis, and never dreamt that any Doubt would have arisen about my sharing part of his Freight, therefore thought it not necessary to mention that Circumstance.  I could expatiate on this Subject, but I believe it will be sufficient to observe, that I had four Ships with me besides the Minerva, either of which I could have sent in the Gosport’s room.  Even now I can scarcely think you will dispute this with me; but if I am to be a Sufferer, you must be sensible that it was once in my power to be otherways, and that my Regard for you, prevented me from taking such Measures as would have infallibly secured my Interest.

Before I left Halifax I had received Information from several Hands, that considerable Sums of Money were to be sent home, on freight, from most of the Colonies; Virginia among the rest, and I had made out Orders relative to the carrying home these Sums, which I sent to the Governours, to be delivered to the Captains of such Ships as might touch at their Ports.

I hope for the Favour of an answer to this; and am with great Regard

Your most obedient and most humble servant
Colvill

Captain Jervis

Old Alresford, Hants, July 3rd 1763

My Lord

I had the honor to receive your Lordships letter of the 28th past, yesterday from Portsmouth expressing your surprize at not having heard from me relative to the freight I brought from Virginia.   I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that on my arrival in London, I was informed of your Lordships right to share freight money with Captains under Admiralty orders being disputed and that you had agreed with Captain Aflect to refer it to the arbitration of a certain number of Lea Officers; I have since received authentic advice, that a decision has been given in favor of the Captains, therefore must wonder in turn at your Lordships demand on me whatever our sentiments were when we parted.

I am very much flattered by the professions of regard in your Lordships letter, yet, I cannot consider the Gosports return to Virginia an instance of it because, to have diverted her from that service through self Interest, would not only have been a cruel Injustice to my Conduct, which though not thought worthy of publick mention, was I hope irreproachable, but a breach of the VIIIth article of Naval Instructions under the title of Rank and Command, neither of which I can think your Lordship capable of.

I have the honor to be with great Respect my Lord

Your Lordships Obedient
Honorable Servant
JJ





