My Lord

I have sent by the waggons from Plymouth the draughts of the Tiger french privateer taken by the Falkland, and the Subtle french man of war taken by the Portland and Winchelsea, and desired Mr. Slade Assistant of Woolwich yard to wait on your Lordship with them.  Have compared the common lines of those ships on the back of the draughts; also the ascending and pitching lines of the Tiger with the new 24 gunships of the master builders designs, which appeared to me very necessary for your Lordships consideration.  The point of contact is in the middle of the ship at the main water line in her sailing trim, afore the lower edge of the false keel is three feet under the surface, and abaft ranges up to the counter in a streight direction, which gives form to the lines compared, and by them seems to demonstrate the prodigious difference there is abaft, and how little afore in those ships.  I am strongly of opinion the present draughts of the 24 gunships are too ful aft, and that the Tiger is as much the contrary, but withal has more certainty of going better to windward, and the other before the wind.  We have laid down the body and molded most of the frame of the Unicorn, if we had men to go on with her would launch her before christmas, but the Ipswich's and Mars' repair, ships coming in to refit, sheath and fil the Bottoms of the Chester and Ruby, I am afraid wil prevent it.  The Mars wil be a good ship when done, little inferior to our own ships, and appear very agreable; wil take off the Body of the Two Crowns as soon as we have a dock to put her in, and send your Lordship a true draught of her.  I pray My hearty congratulation on your new dignity, may be acceptable and ever attended with the most distinguishing marks of true merrit and a glorious conclusion; having tired your Lordship with my long epistle, I have only to ask pardon for doing so, and to pray your Lordship wil give me leave to subscribe my self,

Your most Obedient faithful humble Servant
B Slade

Plymouth Yard
21st July 1747


